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The Examiner has continued to mischaracterize Killion 
'258, in particular Figs 9-12 and the corresponding text. 

Killion '258 (Figs. 9-12) shows a fader from 
omnidirectional to directional microphone inputs based on 
the background noise SPL of the omnidirectional microphone. 
Col. 8, lines 39-49. This is based on the estimated noise 
level, not on the passage of time. This estimated noise 
level is provided by the logarithmic rectifier. 

In addition, Killion '258 does this continuously in 
direct response, and only in response, to the noise SPL 
from the omnidirectional microphone. Col. 8, lines 39-49. 
There is no bi-level switching state that controls the 
operation of the fader. 

Killion '258 fades in continuous response to a noise 
level. It does not fade over time in response to a bi- 
level switching state value. 

The present invention may include, for example, "a 
filter unit, the filter unit having a timed response to a 
bi-level switching state value, said timed response 
controlling said changes" to the microphone-hearer transfer 
function parameters (claim 1); a "filter unit having a 
timed response to a bi-level switching state . . . [that] 
generates time-based transitions of parameters ... in 
response to the bi-level switching state value" (claim 20); 
or "a filter unit having a timed response to said bi-level 
switching state value and initiating a change in at least 
one of the parameters in response to said timed response 
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from a momentary value to a desired value in a time-based 
manner" (claim 24) . 

Killion '258 and Killion '511 (which adds details to 
the logarithmic rectifier) do not have these elements 
either individually or in combination. It is respectfully 
submitted that all of the pending claims are allowable over 
Killion '258 and Killion '511. 



